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TO 



SAC (157-1067) 



DATE: 



8/30/68 



FROM 



SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 



subject: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) , aka 
Invaders 
RM 

On 8/21/68 Ml 338-R (Ghetto) furnished writer 
a copy of a two-page handprinted throwaway entitled 
"Black Liberator," issued by Invaders and distributed 
by them, about 200 copies, at Mason. Temple on the night 
of 8/16/68 at the mass rally of Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) and used by them to 



1—157— 1067 — BOP 

1-170-70-Sub - ME 338-R (Ghetto) 

1-157-556 - Possible Racial violence, Major Urban Areas 
/]£l57-166 - SCLC 
1-157-953 - Black Power Infiltration, NOP and WOPC 
1-157-1258 - LANCE WATSON, aka Willie Wine 
1-157-957 - JOHN B„ SMITH 
1-157-1125 - JOHN HENRY FERGUSON 
1-157-1019 - CHARLES HARRINGTON 
1-157-1173 - ©REE McKENZIE 
1-157-1275 - ERIC HOLMAN 
1-157-1277 - EMMETT HOUSE 
1-100-4575 - CLIFFORD "LOUIS TAYLOR 
1-157=1403 - REUBEN WATTS 
1-157-1114 - DON NEELY 
1-157-1326 - RICHHRD$vNEELY 
1-157-1349 - WILLIE ROGERS 

1-170-1024 - CHARLES BALLARD . 

1-157-1277 - EMMETT HOUSE 

1-157^1116 - VERDELL BROOKS 

1-157-1220 - BEN BERRY 

1-157-1124 - MILTON MACK 

1-157-1263 - ARTHUR NORWOOD 

1-157-1230 - MELVIN SMITH 

1-157-1242 - WOMAX STEVENSON 

1-157- - JOHN GEARY, aka Gay (GARY WILLIAMS) 
1-66-1687-Sub - Dissemination 
WHL:wp 

(27) 



1968 

1 F&i — MEMPHIS 



HH 8491 DocId:59165279 Page 10 




II 157-1067 



"blackmail" trom SG&JC $5©©* . Iiaf«Mnt said that based 
on conversations with various invaders on the night of 
8/16/68, including JOHN B a SMITH and LANCE WATSON, aka 
"Willi® Wine," this throwaway was written by SMITH and 
WATSON and run off on a mimeograph machine in the 
Neighborhood Organising Project (NOP) office, 1310 
Florida, primarily staffed by Invaders and umbrella 
group BOP personnel and funded by Office of Economic 
Opportunity through Memphis War on Poverty Committee . 
One Xerox copy of this is attached to each copy of this 
memo. The original is retained in 1-A section, 157-1067. 

On the night of 8/16/68 JOHN HENEY FERGUSON 
told ME 338~R the Invaders were primarily trying to get 
publicity and to embarrass SCLC into giving them some 
money. 

During the SCLC rally, about 50 Invaders 
boisterously entered Mason Temple, led by JOHN B # SMITH 
and LANCE WATSON . They carried the. Black Power flag. 
Some of the Black Knights were guarding CORETTA KING, 
RALPH Do ABERNATHY, and Gary, Indiana, Mayor RICHARD 
HATCHER, who was a guest speaker* 

HERMAN O'NEAL of SCLC joined the Invaders for' 
a while. The situation was tense, as it appeared that 
Invaders would physically disrupt the SCLC convention. 

Rev. JAMES M LAWSON, JR , tried to quiet them, 
uns uccessfully.' 

Finally BARRACUDA, Chief off SCLC Security, and 
the Black Knights subdued the Invaders. It now appears 
they were trying to force SCLC to give them some money. 
Rev. ANDREW YOUNG off SCLC tried to smooth things over 
and to placate the Invaders. He said, "There comes a 
time in life when children should behave so as to be 
complimented rather than ridiculed." He said that when 
Resurrection City move (SCLC sponsored in Washington, 
D. C.) started and they had their "kick off." in Marks, 
Mississippi, the Invaders pitched in and helped and 
performed constructive services and did so in 
Resurrection City but now the Invaders must realize 
tMt irresponsible acts on their part will play directly 
into the hands of the white power structure* YOUNG was 
heavily applauded by the audience. This show of support 
to YOUNG .by the crowd definitely subdued the Invaders, 

2 



HH 8491 DocId:59165279 Page 11 




ME 157-1067 



who realised by then that they wertg grossly outnumbered. 

Then SCLC President , lev. 1ALPH ABERNATHY P in 
his speech said that everything the late MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., had promised the Invaders when he met with 
them in late March or "early April 1968 would now be 
fulfilled by SCLC and ABEENATOT ♦ He did not become 
specific. JOHN HENRY FEROTSOW then came forth and shook 
ABERNATHY's hand. 

Other Invaders recognized by ME 338-R at 
Mason Temple and participating in the Invaders 
demonstration were; 

CHARLES HARRINGTON 
EMMETT E&USM 
ERIC HOLMAN 
OREE McKENZXE 

and a skinny, dark-complexioned girlfriend of WINE. 

Source added that the Beale Street crowd of 
Invaders or BOP, primarily known as the Downtown . 
Association, did not go to Mason Temple. This would 
include CLIFFORD L. TAYLOR 5 DON NEELY , RICHARD NEELY, 
and REUBEN WATTS . 

However, CLIFFORD LOUIS TAYLOR claimed to have 
had a conference with SCLC Executive Vice President 
ANDREW YOUNG earlier on 8/16/68 at Claridge Hotel. 

. REUBEN WATTS was shot in. the Harlem House, 
300 block of. Beale Street, on the night of 8/16/68. 
A berserk'<Negro came in and shot WATTS and another person. 
WATTS now wants to sue the Harlem House. He was. not 
seriously wounded. 

Source said Criminal Court Judge BEN L. HOOKS, 
who is on SCLC Executive Board, knows details of confrontation 
of Invaders with ANDREW YOUNG* 

Informant said YOUNG gave Invaders a $500 check 
dated 8/16/68, check # 21315, payable to "Black Organizing 
Project," for purpose of "aid to affiliate," drawn on 
Citizens Trust Company, Atlanta^ Georgia . The. signature 
appeared to be "CL&UDE H. IfcSIMCm." 

3 



HW £491 Docld: 59165279 Page 12 



ME 157-1067 



BOP aid Invadtesra fe&d ptoot©grapte made of the 
check. They possibly plan to- cash it at Tri-State Bank 
and plan to flash the photographs in ana effort to "eon" 
businessmen, foundations, etecti groups, and 
governmental agencies to give them frauds, based on the 
fact that SGLC gave them 



The above informations on 8/21/68 was orally 
furnished to Lt. ®. H. Mill, Intelligence Bureau, 
Memphis PD. 

On 8/19/68 Lt* ARKKN gave, writer a copy of 
PD memo dated 8/19/68, basedL^HLjinterview with their 



undercover agent, 



re Invaders 



activities 8/16/68 re SGLC* . One Xero^ copy of same 
is attached to each copy of this i^io, 



FOIA(b) (6) 
FOIA(b) (7) - (C) 



4 



HH 8491 DocId:59165279 Page 13 



!!gfc : |?s E ^.fALllcdMM Cm C ATI © H}$? : asd : 

' '■ ' . ; ■ • * - • • •/ 1 . * • * ■'' V' E ' -"1 ; r ;; ' ^ V?- •/ • " ■ . . "' " •, " ■' " ' ■ " ' . s Y ? ; ' " I' " 

j* •;v;V > ■'-■'«'.'' -' ' i'' ' ' ■ . " -'. * ■ ^l-V"^^-*; > ji-' ''V? * ! ' " ' * ■' " '*,. ■ * V^" 1 - 1 ' ' * ';"„'. *' v - 

S^TO: Inspector G. P.^esyMiWi^^^^^^ /■ ^ &Ma,&;AV ^^iHl • 
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• '.■ ■ C W Mf^^i^ ! W- : ':. SUBJECTS .-V Activities Invaders, August 16, 
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2;30PM August 16, 1968 informant went to 1310 Florida NOP Headquarters, and those 
' present on his arrival were CHARLES BALLARD, and JOHN B. SMITH, He was advised 
by BALLARD and SMITH, THat LANCE WATSON , oka SWEET WILLY WINE, EMMET! 
HOUSE, were in a meeting with ANDREW YOUNG', o/S.C.L. C. in regard to promise? 
■:■ that DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING had made to BOP prior to his assassination. It was found 
out later tJtat Andrew YOUNG of S. C. L. C, , didn't feel thatS. C, L. C. owed them anything. 
miLY WINE and HOUSE returned to 1310 Florida after their meeting with ANDREW YOUNG, 
and were very mad, SWEET WILLY THEN composed a throw away leaflet and with the ; ,? 
help ofJolm B. Smith WILLIE ROGERS, ERIC HOLMAN, CHARLES CABBAGE, OREE 
MC KENZIE, and VERDELL BROOKS They started duplicating this leaflet., but they short- 
ly ran out of paper so several of the Invaders went to 1217 Thomas and brought back some j 
paper to be used. ' j 

Informant states he then went to Mason Temple where the S. C. L. C. was holding a mass 
rally, at which time the Mayor of Gary, Indiana, a Mr. Hatcher was to be the main speaker. 
Upon his arrival at Mason Temple he fount that WILLY WINE, WILLIE ROGERS, BEN 
BARRY and MIL TON MACK were already there. Shortly ttikTeajier the following members 
of tte Invaders arrived: JOHN B. SMITH, VERDELL BROOKS, OREE MC KENZIE, ERIC 
HOLMAN, AR THUR NOR WOOD, MEL V^SMITH, (JjJOMAX STEVENSON and according 
to informant numerous others that he did not know. This group started passing out leaf- 
lets at the Mass Rally at Mason Temple. But at approx. 9PM they ran out of leaflets and 
informant along with AR THUR NOR W OOD, WILLIE ROGERS, And ERIC HOLMAN went 
baca to 1310 FLORIDA and ran off 150 to 200 more copies of the leaflet and then took them 
back to MASON Temples. Informant stated there was a group of young of young boys pass- 
ing out a throwaway leaflet known as the LIBERATOR, but this had nothing to do with the 
■ Invaders, 

The invaders then preceded inside the Temple along with a flag known as a Liberation 
flag that Willy Wine had brought back from Resurrection City, and marched down the aisles 
and around behind the speakers ' stand where they stood while the rest of the audience was 
sitting, and would sit, wlien the spectators stood. Their/primary purpose at this Rally was 
to create a disturbance* At approx. 9;46PM Rev, Janes Lawsott was at the speaker's stand 
: addressing the mass rally. And he stated that he thought tliat the LIBERATOR, that Jiad 
been passed out at the Temple was not helping their cause, but was playing into the white 
man's hands, Laivson said he could see no value in any written article wJzere the writer, , 
would n& affix his name to it. i; 

One of the numerous members of the Black Knights who were acting as ushers at the 
Temple came and told John B. SMITH, tJiat ANDREW YOUNG wanted to see him down in 

1 the bmewmt* JOHN B. SMITH, along with WILLY WINE AND WMMTT HOUSE then 
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Page Two (Activttte^^ 

et ah i did not get ivliat they wanted from ANDREW YOUNG. But when JOHN B. 
SMITH, WILLY WINE; & HOUSE Returned they along witii a Male Negro named 
JOHN Gfi$Xi. oka GAY, left Mason Temple in a car driven by JOHN GRAY, and 4 
. tlie rest of the Invaders stayed at the Temple. Informant states that both Rev. 
YOUNG, and REV. ABERNA THY in their speeches to tlie Mass Meeting stated 
that anything that Dr. King had promised to tte Invaders , S. C. L. C. would see ' v - 
tliat the Invaders got. : ' • ' 

Around Midnight while informant was taking WILLIE ROGERS , ERIC HOLMAN & 
LOMAX STEVERSfN and a female Colored believed to be ERIC HOLMAN"s girl- 
friend Itome, ERIC HOLMAN asked WILLtE ROGERS how much S. C.L.C. gave 
ilie Invaders, to which Rogers stated: S50Q.00. v ! : ^ 



<>■? 



12;15AM Informant returned to Mason Temple and picked up EMMET T HOUSE? 
OREE MC KEN Z IE, and GPERDELL BROOKS, and took them to 1644 Hanauer ,Apt. 2. 
W.f He again returned to Mason Temple ; and by this time it was apprbx. 12; 30AM and 
trhe picked up JOHN B. SMITH, WILLY WINE and a girl friend of Willy Wines, and 
tiicm also to 1644 Hanauer. ( the crib). 




HW 8491 Docld: 59165279 Page 15 



, ^H-'M/M&M Si'?; pes $ 

6^-' uihj/z- . Bar 13 fuck vB 'r p /A e.rs'-^J 5 is /cr* 

Wif^'\ s{^p<^ ^ M<l a-^/V S.c LC 

Sf^f</c/ LJaS r f; .&6o c/. Poo d -/V U>4r& AoC/SQ. •:>.•.;_ 



I: 

I 



1 



1 



I- 



; ■ £00/, t/jz x>/(/^/- 

;;ri^i€, : ^ v i^N c/ol-Soy J f: : . yot< Uts /^e. H&roJ/is.t-s 
■ ^ : X> & clo/J'S. &Xfiz£t. You Kee-P . oVe 

Ci A/I A// . V ^T^r- ^7^7 £ r (.Lo/^c: '/o&Mc- BAcfc X 





reed 






.7 1 



HH 8491 DocId:59165279 Page ±7 



